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(57) Abstract: A gaming services 
framework includes web services 
extensions and comprises a set of 
services, protocols, XML sc!iemas, 
and methods for providing gaming 
system functionality in a distributed, 
network based architecture. Systems 
and methods provide a service-ori- 
ented framework for gaming and 
property management based upon 
internetworking technology and web 
services concepts. One aspect of 
the systems and methods includes 
a loosely coupled architecture that 
consists of software components that 
scmuntically encapsulate discrete 
functionality (self contained and 
perform a single function or a related 
group of functions - the component 
describes its own inputs and outputs 
in a way that other software can 
determine what ii does, how to 



invoke its functionality, and what result to expect). These components may be distributed and program mat ically accessible (called 
by and exchange data with other software) over standard internetworking protocols (TCP/IP, HITP, DNS, DHCP, etc.). 
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